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The isolation of a number of cardenolides from the seed pods and seeds of Ornithogalum magnum
Krasch. et Schischk, (great star of Bethlehem), family Liliaceae Hall, has been reported previously [1].
The present paper gives the results of a study of the cardenolide composition of the flowers and bulbs of
O. gussonii Ten, collected in the Zaporozh'e oblast,

The substances were isolated and identified by methods described previously [1]. The cardenolides
were isolated from unfermented and from fermented raw material. We obtained sarmentogenin, C,3H3,0s.
mp 267-271°C, [a]%’+21.4° (methanol), rohdexin A, CyH,;,0y, mp 249-252°C. [@]}}~23° (methanol); rohdexo-
side, C4sH;,04y, mp 179-182°C, [a]%’—24° (ethanol); rohdexin B, C,H,,0y, mp 249-253°C, [oz]%—30° (ethanol);
substance C, CyH, 04y, mp 250-254°C, [a]B—ZO.S" (methanol); and substance D, CgH;,O45, mp 246-251°C,
[a]fg— 14° (ethanol).

From the mixture of cardenolides fermented with the enzymes of the grape snail we obtained the
aglycone sarmentogenin and the monosides rohdexin A, rohdexin B, and substance C, and from the unfer-
mented raw material all the compounds mentioned with the exception of sarmentogenin.
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